
DRINKING WATER NOTICE
To all users of the ABINGTON/ROGKLAND JOINT Water works

located in ABINGTON, Massachusetts
Ifir:s fc an impartant notlce - please tanslate ltfor anyonewho does nol understand Engllsh.

We routinely monitor for the presence of drinking water contaminants to ensure the safety of the water supply.
On September 6, 2012 our water system was notified that a water sample collected on September 5,2A12
from our Myers Ave Well#2 $zGj tested positive tor E.coli, which is a fecal indicator. Fecalindicators are
used to detecl ground water source$ that may be susceptible to fecal contarnination which may contain harmful
viruses or bacteria.

The water delivered to yourtaps through the distribution system is disinfec{ed with chlorine to kill viruses and
bacteria, including E.coli. lt i+ important to note that samples collected on Sepbmber 5, ZAI2 in the
distribution system did NOT detect any fecal contaminants.

This source is one of three active wells that supplies drinking waterto our system. ln accordance with the
federalGround Water Rule (GWR) requirements, we are notifying you of the situation and conducting
additional sampling to evaluate the extent of potentialfecal contamination and willtake further actions as
necessary.

This is not an emergency, you do not need to boil yourwater or take other conec{ive actions at this time.
o The USEPA requires us to provide you with this nctice and the fotlowing information on fecal indicators:

"Fecal indicators are microbes wfose presence indicates that the water may be contaminated with human
or animalwasfes. Microbes in these wasfes can cause dianhea, cramps, narJsea, headaehes, or other
sympfoms. They may pose a speclal health rtskforinfants, young children, some of the elderly, and
people with severely compromised immune sysfems." These symptoms can also be caused by issues
unrelated to drinking water. lf you experience any of these symptoms and they persist, or, if you have
specific health soncerns, you may want to discuss such concerns with your doctor. General guidelines on
ways to lessen the risk of infection by microbes are available from the EPA Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
1.8O442s.4.791 or online at http:/Ailatqr"gpa.sov,l-C.rinUcontamin.?nts/basicinformq.tign/pathosens.cfrn.

e Please share this informafion with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may
not have received this notice direc'tly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and
Businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.

We continue to maintain chlorine levels throughout our system and monitor for the presence of fecal
contaminants in the sources and distribution system to ensure the safety of the water supply.

Our system is undergoing ropeat testing and evaluation to determine if the cunent level of treatment is
adequate or if additional conective actions are necessary to reduce the risk of potential fecal contamination in
our drinking water supply. Some consumers may notice a slight discoloration or odorltaste in the water, as the
disinfection level of chlorine hae been temporarily increased untilthe investigation is complete.

We are in contact with MassDEP during this process who will evaluate the effectiveness of the steps taken and
determine if any further action is required. lf necessary, you will be notified again if you need to take any
corrective actiorts. This nolise dqeq Fgt affect perHgps Fsinqgrivate,,{ti.+kino walgI_wells.

For more information and further updates, please contact Daniel F. Callahan, Water Superintendant at 781-
878-0901
or visit htto:/4#n{q._?binstonrn?.oov
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